Social Skills Activity
Study Topic: Growing
Name of experience: How to Grow a Carrot Top
Subject Area: Science
Grade level: Pre-school (Ages 3-4)

The essential question about the study topic:
How do we grow a plant from a seed?
Learning goals and objectives:
This simple activity is set to teach children-
· How a root vegetable grows
· Developing a sense of responsibility in looking after it
· Observational skills
· Plant care
Assessment of learning targets:
We eat lots of carrots at home so it is important to set up this experiment. The children will have successfully met the learning targets when they can:
1. Study Topic Target: verbally tell how we grow a plant from a seed
2. WMELS Target 1: understands how a root vegetable grows
3. WMELS Target 2: verbally describe what they saw and how they took care of the plant.
Grouping and Placement
· Small groups with similar needs (3-5 children)
· Sunny and protected spot
Materials Needed:
· Read The Carrot Seed by Ruth Krauss
· Carrot top (2-3cm from stem with some root growth remaining on top)
· Water
· Shallow dish
· 10 pieces of cotton wool
· Sunny and protected spot
Introduction
Before starting the activity of growing a carrot, first read the book The Carrot Seed. Allow the children discuss where they have seen and interacted with carrots beforehand; how often they have eaten and if they have seen it grow at gardens. Share with the children the carrot added to the classroom. Let them know of the planned activity and how they will go about it. Allow the children to identify and discuss the anticipated planting and how it will be done.
Procedure: 
This experiment can be done in a small individualized group or small group for assessment purposes:
1. Add a layer of cotton balls to your small dish
2. Add a light dribble of water over the cotton balls so they are wet but not completely flooded with water
3. Press your carrot top into the wet cotton balls
4. Place the dish in a sunny location. Ask the children why the need to place the dish in a sunny location- engage the children in knowing more about nature and the right conditions for a plant to grow
5. Be sure to check that the cotton balls remain wet throughout the growing period. Through the growing period ask children ‘why they think the cotton balls should remain wet?’
Closure: 
It will take a few days for children to see the carrot top begin to grow. However, once it starts, it will grow quite quickly when in the right conditions.
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